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DIFFICULTIES — OPPORTUNITIES OR OBSTACLES?
By Fritz Klumpp

“Where did | come from?” “Why am | here?” “Where am | going?” These are the three
most important questions anyone could ask themselves at any time. Fifty years ago, |
came to the realization that for these questions, | had no answers. Over time, this troubled
me more and more.

Through my process of reasoning, | had always believed there was a God — but | did not
know Him personally. You can only know God as He chooses to reveal Himself, and He
has chosen to reveal Himself through His written Word, the Bible. Fifty years ago, | was
given transforming exposure to the Bible by someone who believed it to be God’s inspired
Word. As my friend presented it, verse by verse and page by page, | listened.

| finally decided that if what this man was teaching me was true, and that I could in fact
know God personally, | wanted to know Him, even being willing to meet Him on his terms,
rather than my own. Basically, as someone has described it, “I came out of the cave with
my hands up.” Jesus said, “Behold, | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my
voice and opens the door, | will come in and dine with him, and he with me” (Revelation
3:20).

In response to this invitation, by a simple prayer, | asked Christ to come into my life —to
take control of my life and make me the person He wanted me to be. | then began to read
and study the Bible for myself and eventually found answers to the three important
guestions above and many other questions as well.

| often hear people say that if you will just allow God to take control of your life, everything
will be wonderful. That, however, has not been my experience; | have known the hardest

times in my life since coming to faith. To me, the challenges | have faced since becoming
a follower of Jesus were a lot harder than flying combat over North Vietnam.

My first major faith crisis involved one Scripture verse that seemed very troubling to me. It
said, “In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1
Thessalonians 5:18). | prayed during difficult and painful circumstances, and even gave
thanks, but then | would have to tell God: “You know | don’t really mean it God, because
how can | be thankful for this situation.”

Then | began to consider a verse in the book of Hebrews: “But without faith it is impossible
to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a
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rewarder of those who diligently seek Him” (Hebrews11:6). | realized that | could live
much of my life without needing to exercise a great deal of faith. It did not take much faith
to move on in life when things are going my way. It was quite different, however, when it
felt like my world was coming apart.

At those times | could continue only by trusting God and leaving the outcome in His
hands. That requires a lot of faith. When we understand faith is the only thing that pleases
God, those hard times we each encounter can be seen as opportunities to please Him,
rather than obstacles. | discovered that | could then give thanks in difficulties and every
other circumstance | might face and truly mean it — because God must really love me to
give me so many opportunities to please Him and to grow/mature in my faith.

What about you? When you face difficult challenges, when times of adversity confront you
that cannot be easily overcome, do you see these difficulties as obstacles — or as
opportunities?

William “Fritz” Klumpp served as a pilot with the U.S. Navy, including numerous combat missions during
the Vietnam War, is a former commercial airline pilot, real estate executive, and former Executive
Director of CBMC.

Reflection/Discussion Questions

1.When challenges or times of adversity arise in your life, typically what is your first
response? Can you think of a recent example and describe how you handled it?

2.Have you ever heard someone say that once you determine to commit your life to God,
then everything will go well for you, that things will be wonderful, always filled with joy? If
you have a personal relationship with God, what has been your own experience in that
regard?

3.How would you define “faith”? What role does faith play in being able to do what the
Bible passage says, to give thanks in all circumstances, no matter how difficult they are?

4.What is your reaction to the suggestion that we can — or should — view difficult times in
our lives as opportunities, rather than obstacles? Explain your answer.

NOTE:
If you have a Bible and would like to read more, consider the following passages:
Proverbs 3:5-6; Jeremiah 29:11-13, 33:3; Romans 5:3-5; Philippians 4:6-7; James 1:2-7
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